
MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 

JANUARY 9, 2019 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy 
Megrath, Secretary Jack Crowther, and Director Jim Ficken. No Board of Directors business was conducted. 

Our scheduled meet-up with a Middlebury College class studying the Vietnam war (see below) drew a good 
turnout of members willing to share their stories. Besides the above officers and directors, these included 
Richard Bailey of Rutland, Mike Boston of Brandon, David Vadnais of Castleton, Cliff Adams of Bristol, 
and Bill Ellwood of Rutland. The regular business meeting preceded the meeting with the students and their 
instructor. 

President Andy Megrath reported that the required biennial filing by the chapter with the Vermont secretary 
of state’s office has been taken care of.  

Andy also reported that a fellow vet had informed him that a new ribbon is in the works to honor military 
who served during the Vietnam war but not in Vietnam. The ribbon will apparently have some resemblance 
to the Vietnam Service Medal, awarded to those who served in the Vietnam theater. 

Andy called attention to two buckets of marble chips left over from the new sculpture 
of the soldier at the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial on South Main 
Street. He also circulated a photo (at left) of what remains of the old sculpture. At a 
cost of $450, the chapter had Gawet Marble & Granite of Center Rutland saw off a 
piece of the original sculpture, which we wanted to keep for its historical and 

sentimental value. The question now is, What do we do with it? It weighs 220 pounds. Though it could be 
brought to our offices above the VFW in Rutland, a home for it would need to be found at some point in the 
future when Chapter 1 ceases to exist. The chapter is currently planning how to preserve its legacy when that 
day comes. 

The slanted lines around the bust of the soldier in the picture are simply pieces of tape representing where 
the marble could be further cut to reduce the weight to about 150 pounds. Don Ramey is the West Rutland 
sculptor who completed the original sculpture, begun by the late John Reno, as well as its recent 
replacement. 

After brief discussion, Jack Crowther suggested inviting organizations and towns in Rutland County to 
submit requests to acquire the remainder of the sculpture for public display as a remembrance of those who 
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served in or during the Vietnam War. The idea was endorsed by the group. Jack will write a press release to 
be circulated with a picture of the sculpture. 

As mentioned, the sculpture weighs 220 pounds. It measures 31 inches wide by 19 inches tall and has a 
thickness varying from 2 to 6½ inches. The bottom is flat, so it can stand on its own. 

Andy distributed a couple of the “challenge coins” commemorating the 40th anniversary of the founding of 
VVA. The chapter previously agreed to provide one free coin to any member who wanted one as long as the 
supply lasted. Let Andy know (vthogman@comcast.net) if you would like one. A picture of the coin 
appeared in the April 2018 newsletter. 

Andy and Bill Ellwood reported briefly on our contacts with the Rutland Historical Society. Bill and Jack 
Crowther met with the society board on Dec. 11, with Bill taking the lead and describing the chapter and its 
hopes for preserving our more important records and memorabilia. The society board readily agreed to 
collaborate with us on this effort. 

The Historical Society will be able to preserve a considerable volume of written records through scanning 
and digital recording, but physical storage of hard copies of papers and objects will be severely limited 
because of space limitations. A modest budget for materials will be required.  

Jack Crowther reported that the Paramount Theatre is hoping to schedule a U.S. armed forces band or other 
musical group sponsored by Chapter 1. The concert would be free to all, as required by the military. Tickets 
would have to be reserved in advance, albeit at no cost. The cost to Chapter 1 is $1,500, previously 
approved. 

Jim Ficken presented a proposal for a scholarship program for students at Stafford Technical School. He had 
received encouragement to do so at our December meeting. A semi-retired plumber by trade, he confesses to 
having a soft spot for the trades. 

In preparing the proposal he met with the director of the Stafford school, Glenn; Olson, and a guidance 
counselor. As drafted, the proposal called for either an endowment for scholarships or a contribution to an 
existing scholarship endowment fund. It suggests that a recipient be “a direct Vietnam veteran descendent,” a 
point that generated some subsequent discussion. A letter of recommendation from an instructor would be 
required. Participation in the selection process by Chapter 1 was left open.  

Jim’s preference was for scholarships in the technical field, through Stafford. He suggested establishing a 
fund of $30,000, which was subsequently whittled down to $10,000 as an initial contribution. He proposed 
that the scholarships could range from $500 to $2,000. The money would be paid to the schools, rather than 
the students. He also preferred that the money not be provided for tools but rather go to tuition. 

Courses leading to certification in a particular field was another criterion Jim suggested. He felt a typed letter 
of application was appropriate, along with a military record of the veteran in whose name the scholarship is 
presented.  

As an example of the costs of technical training, he noted a welding school in South Burlington that costs 
about $1,800 for nine months. Two thousand dollars is typical for certain other schools. 



After some discussion, Jack Crowther moved to give preliminary approval to $10,000 for the scholarship 
fund, subject to refinement of eligibility requirements and other details. Seconded by Richard Bailey, who 
has experience with scholarship programs as a member of the Rutland South Rotary Club and offered to help 
Jim Ficken develop the program. Approved unanimously. 

In other business, Andy Megrath requested permission to dispose of the chapter’s computer equipment and 
software, which is outdated and no longer of value. Jim Ficken moved to grant that approval. Seconded by 
Jack Crowther. Approved unanimously. The equipment will be taken to the Rutland County Solid Waste 
District transfer station in Rutland. 

Andy relayed a request from the VVA State Council, of which he is vice president, for funds to pay for 
replacement of VVA flags at the Vermont Veterans Cemetery. About two flags a year are required, at a cost 
of $200 to $250 per flag. 

Bill Ellwood moved to appropriate $1,000 to apply to the purchase of flags. Seconded by Jim Ficken. 
Approved unanimously.  

Andy said that VVA State Council President Perry Melvin has asked him to attend meetings of the national 
VVA organization, including a Board of Directors meeting in Silver Spring, Md., near Washington, D.C., 
April 11-13, and the National Conference of VVA in Washington State July 16-20.  

Andy was unsure what expenses would be, but records of past trips are available from Treasurer Richard 
Reed, who was absent. With that, Jack Crowther moved conceptually to cover Andy’s expenses for the April 
meeting in Maryland and said he would favor covering Andy’s cost for the National Conference when the 
time came.. Seconded by Bill Ellwood. Passed unanimously. 

At this point, a class of about two 
dozen Middlebury College students 
filed in. They were taking a class on the 
Vietnam War taught by Mike Heaney 
during the school’s winter term. Mike 
served in Vietnam as a second 
lieutenant in the infantry. Following a 
previous request from Mike, Chapter 1 
put out an invitation for chapter 
members to share their experiences 
with the class.  
 
For about two hours, the chapter 
members mentioned earlier talked about 
their experiences and answered 

questions. The discussion ranged from matter-of-fact details about military specialties and duty stations to 
the intensity of combat, post traumatic stresses, the effects of Agent Orange exposure, and the sometimes 
abusive treatment given to returning veterans. The tone of Chapter 1 stories ranged from light to somber to 
highly emotional.  

One would guess that the students got a meaningful look at some Vietnam veterans and their experiences in 
a concentrated, up-close-and-personal way they might not be able to get anywhere else. 

Middlebury College students listen to Chapter 1 members discussing 
their Vietnam experiences at the Jan. 9 meeting.



        Respectfully submitted,  
        Jack Crowther, secretary 

THE CHAPTER WILL NOT MEET IN FEBRUARY.  
THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, MARCH 13, AT 6 P.M. 

AT THE CHAPTER OFFICES AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND.  
A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.



MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
MARCH 13, 2019 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, Secretary Jack 
Crowther, Treasurer Richard Reed, and director Jim Ficken. No Board of Directors business was conducted. 

The minutes of the January meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer  Richard Reed reported on the period from Nov. 1 to the end of February. The chapter has $83,296.59 in its 
various accounts. Notable in Richard’s report was a net income of $38,418 in the fiscal year ended February from the sale of 
ripoff tickets at Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven. 

The report was approved unanimously. 

Andy Megrath circulated a flyer for a presentation by Iraq War veteran and philosopher Jeremy Anastasi on Wednesday, 
March 27,  at VFW Post 648 on Wales Street from 7 to 8:30 p.m.. The title of the program is “Combat Veterans and 
Philosophical Stoicism,” part of Public Philosophy Week in Vermont. The event is free, with snacks provided. 

Andy presented a sheet of statistics on soldiers still missing in action from the Vietnam War. The data comes from the 
National League of Families of American Prisoners and Missing in Action in Southeast Asia. A total of 1,589 Americans are 
listed by the Department of Defense, according the league’s figures. By country, the numbers break down this way: 
Vietnam, 1,246; Laos, 288; Cambodia, 48; and Peoples Republic of China Territorial Waters, 7.  

According to their flyer, “The league seeks the fullest possible accounting for those still missing and repatriation of all 
recoverable remains. Highest priority is accounting for Americans last known alive. U.S. intelligence indicates some 
Americans known to be in captivity in Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia were not returned at the end of the war. 
“In the absence of evidence to the contrary, it must be assumed that these Americans could still be alive, and the U.S. 
Government should not rule out that possibility,” the flyer states. 

Discussion then turned to finding a home for the bust removed from the original marble sculpture at 
the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Main Street Park (pictured at left). As discussed 
in previous newsletters, the bust is what remains from the original sculpture at the memorial. Feeling 
it has historical and sentimental value, the chapter put out an offer to give it to an organization that 
could display it, thereby sharing some of the story of Chapter 1 and the Vietnam War on an ongoing 
basis.  

Andy received a letter from Bea Noble at American Legion Post 31 in Rutland. She suggested two 
locations for the bust, both on West Street in Rutland: 1) Across from Rotella’s on cemetery property owned by St. Peter’s 
Church, and 2) The historic West Street Cemetery just east of the Vermont Farmers Food Center. The West Street Cemetery 
contains some very early gravesites, including veterans, and is the site of the city’s annual Memorial Day ceremonies. 

The drawback to those locations is that they are outside, subjecting the sculpture to the weather, which had taken a toll on 
the sculpture during its 17 years of display at the site in Main Street Park. 

Also expressing interest was the West Rutland American Legion, whose hall serves as something of a public place for open-
to-the-public dinners. Those events would permit members of the public to see and appreciate the carving, which was begun 
nearby and completed by Westside sculptor Don Ramey. 
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Another letter, from Dennis Devereaux, suggested the Rutland Historical Society or the Vermont National Guard Library 
and Museum at Camp Johnson, the guard headquarters. (The chapter has been in touch with the historical society about 
preserving its documents and memorabilia. While the society has welcomed the opportunity to preserve our records in 
digital form and a small quantity of our physical items, its space is very limited.) 

Finally, the Interstate 89 Welcome Center in Sharon, home to Vermont’s state Vietnam Veterans Memorial, is available, 
according to Andy Megrath, who has inquired. Andy favors that location, which would offer indoor protection and wide 
accessibility to the public. For any location, Chapter 1 could provide information on the sculpture to provide an explanation 
for the carving. 

Jack Crowther suggested designating the Sharon Rest area site as the recommended location for the sculpture, based on the 
chance for public visibility in a sheltered setting and assuming the willingness of the state Department of Buildings and 
General Services to house the sculpture. Andy and Richard will pursue this solution. Meanwhile, however, Chapter 1 
members should feel free to express their opinions on the best location. Email Andy Megrath at vthogman@comcast.net or 
attend our next meeting April 17. 

Next on the agenda was further discussion of Jim Ficken’s idea of setting up a scholarship fund for the Stafford Technical 
Center. Jim has taught at Vermont’s high school technical centers and currently substitute teaches at Stafford. The goal of the 
scholarship would be to encourage deserving graduates to pursue careers in the trades. Chapter 1 members attending our 
March meeting had embraced the idea but Jack Crowther felt it needed some refinement before offering a specific cash 
amount to the school. 

One issue needing clarity was who would be eligible for the scholarship. After some discussion, we decided that eligible 
students must be the child or grandchild of an honorably discharge veteran. Other requirements laid out in Jim’s proposal 
include: 

That the student write a brief letter stating why he or she would benefit from the scholarship to accomplish their 
career goals. 
A letter of recommendation from the student’s program instructor. 
A military discharge form (DD 214) showing the military service and honorable discharge of the parent or 
grandparent of the student. 

There are 225 students at the technical center, according to Jim.  

As further defined in Jim’s proposal, “It is envisioned that a $2,000 annual scholarship be presented annually to each 
graduating class and the Stafford Technical Center administration choose the most deserving student(s) based on merit in 
increments of $500, $1,000, and $2,000 annually. That level of funding was agreed on at this meeting. 

We agreed that provision of tools will not be part of the award. 

We had some discussion over the selection process and agreed that Stafford would need to describe its selection process. We 
want to insure that there is a fair process, presumably employing a committee.  

Ultimately, Jack Crowther moved that we appropriate $2,000 to launch the scholarship with this year’s graduating class. The 
motion includes a statement of intention to establish long-term funding after consultation with the administration at Stafford, 
who can tell us how to set aside the money. Seconded by Richard Reed. Passed unanimously. 

We approved a request from Andy Megrath to purchase a small electric broom for cleaning our offices before meetings, 
such as gatherings of the State Council of VVA. (The next State Council meeting is Saturday at 11 a.m. at our offices.) 

We had a short discussion about a chapter member facing financial difficulties. We had helped this member previously, and 
feel this kind of assistance should be limited to one time. We learned that Richard Gallo, veterans outreach specialist for 
Rutland County is providing assistance and appears to have the situation in hand. While declining to provide further cash 
assistance, we agreed to assist with a work party or similar help for the veteran, if appropriate. 

Finally, we discussed the chapter’s Annual Meeting in April and the nomination of officers. Andy appointed Jack chair of 
the nominating committee. Typically, we have renominated our existing slate unless the officer or director is unable to 
continue or has not been attending meetings. Andy said he would like to find someone willing to step in as vice president, 
inasmuch at the current vice president, Dave Mathis, spends much of the winter in Florida. With our summer break, a 
member who goes to Florida in the fall and returns in spring is  excluded from most of the chapter activity.  



After some discussion, Jack listed Andy Megrath, president; Richard Reed, treasurer; himself, secretary; and Jim Ficken, 
director; as those who have expressed interest in continuing to serve. They are therefore nominated. That makes the job of 
vice president and four more director positions open. Persons willing to fill the positions should make their feelings know 
before or at the April Annual Meeting. Write to Andy at vthogman@comcast.net, attend the April meeting, or have someone 
put your name in. 

Andy will be speaking to two English classes at Otter Valley Union High School this month about the Vietnam War. He 
plans to cover the history of the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial, its Honor Roll, and some of his experiences. 

Tim Lonergan reported on recent activities of Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports in this area, including a retreat for women 
veterans at the Pico Mountain ski area. Nine women vets took part with three support people. The group included novice 
and experienced skiers and some with physical disabilities. Tim was able to ski with the group two of the three days of the 
program, which was supported by Pico volunteers. Participants skied, snowboarded, and snowshoed. Some also went rock 
climbing at the indoor Green Mountain Rock Climbing Center. He said that while Vermont Adaptive would not allow VVA 
to fund a specific event, it would welcome a donation from the chapter once Vermont Adaptive has some more local 
activities under its belt. 

        Respectfully submitted,  
        Jack Crowther, secretary 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, APRIL 17, AT 6 P.M. AT THE CHAPTER OFFICES 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. NOTE DATE, THE THIRD WEDNESDAY IN APRIL. 
A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.



MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
APRIL 17, 2019 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, 
Secretary Jack Crowther, and Treasurer Richard Reed. No Board of Directors business was conducted. 

The minutes of the March meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer  Richard Reed reported on the chapter’s finances as of March 31. The total funds in all our accounts totaled 
$84,401.56. Net income for the fiscal year beginning March 1, 2019, was $3,158. The report was approved 
unanimously. 

President Andy Megrath reported his recent trip to Silver Spring, Md., for VVA leadership meetings. Andy, who is vice 
president of the VVA State Council, attended with Perry Melvin, the State Council president. The meetings began 
April 11 with the state council presidents and continued over the following two days with meetings of the national 
VVA Board of Directors, regional directors, at larger directors, and committee chairs. 

Among the news out of the conference was the fact that the so-called “blue water warriors” exposure to Agent Orange 
is NOT a “dead issue.” See item 2 below.The issue concerns veterans who may suffer from the effects of Agent 
Orange even though their service was on vessels that remained offshore. It is argued that, due to the chemical nature of 
Agent Orange, sailors on ships could have been exposed, even off the coast of Vietnam. Action to compensate veterans 
suffering from Agent Orange illnesses would require action by Congress.  

Andy noted that the VVA attendees heard from Robert Wilkie, 
secretary of the Department of Veterans Affairs, and Dr. Paul 
Lawrence, undersecretary for benefits. Wilkie presented VVA with 
a certificate of appreciation for its “dedicated service to veterans 
and their families since 1978.” 

Wilkie told the vets that one of his agency’s top priorities is suicide 
prevention, currently claiming the lives of 20 veterans each day. 
 
As for the VVA’s legislative priorities for the current Congress, 
Andy handed out a sheet that included the following: 

1. “Ensure that the Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency . . . receives enhanced 
funding to investigate crash and burial sites in Southeast Asia and elsewhere, and 
endeavor to identify the remains.” 

2. “Work in concert with our fellow VSOs [veterans service organizations] and MSOs 
[military service organizations] and the House and Senate Veterans’ Affairs 
Committees, to enact, finally, the Vietnam Veterans Blue Water Navy Act, H.R. 
299. This is VVA’s Number 1 legislative goal.” 
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3. “Work with the VA to significantly improve outreach about earned benefits and health conditions potentially 
associated with toxic exposures to veterans, their families, and their survivors.”  

4. “Monitor the VA’s compliance with the Toxic Exposure Research Act, P.L. 114-315.” 
5. “Work with Congress/VA to fully implement caregiver benefits for pre-911 veterans as enacted in section 161 of 

P.L. 115-182.” 
There are 10 other items on the list. A press release on VVA’s legislative priorities can be found at the national VVA 
website. Here is the link: https://vva.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/VVA2019-Joint-HouseSenateVeterans-Affairs-
Committee.pdf 

Andy Megrath and Richard Reed had a back-and-forth about the redesign of vet centers, which are incorporating video 
games to appeal to younger vets. They are “more open and light,” Richard noted.  

VVA currently has about 80,000 members, Andy reported. There are 1,589 soldiers missing in action “still out there.” 
Also, more remains of Air America personnel are being found. According to Wikipedia, “Air America was an 
American passenger and cargo airline covertly owned and operated by the US government from 1950 to 1976. It was 
used as a dummy corporation for Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) operations in Indochina.” 

More national VVA data reported by Andy included a 4 percent increase in Facebook followers in the past year. The 
Faces of Agent Orange stats are up 11 percent, while the corresponding Twitter accounts for VVA and FAO are up 193 
and 7 percent, respectively, Andy reported. The Faces of Agent Orange is a nationwide VVA effort to help people see 
those who were affected by Agent Orange in Vietnam.  

Referring to VVA’s social media efforts, Andy said, “They’ve got a couple of young ladies in there that are really 
doing wonders with the social media. They were hired specifically for that.” VVA’s YouTube channel had 101,021 
views and 531 subscribers as of April 1. 

The national board also approved creation of a medal for the VVA to honor Boy Scout eagle scouts. 

This meeting was our annual meeting, when we elect officers. Richard Reed moved that the current slate of officers be 
re-elected. They are: Andy Megrath, president; Dave Mathis, vice president; Richard Reed, treasurer; Jack Crowther, 
secretary; and Dick Doyle, Bill Whitney, George Henry, Jim Ficken, and Jon Pintello, directors. Richard Reed, Dick 
Doyle and Dave Mathis are our delegates to the VVA State Council. The motion was seconded by Andy Megrath. 
Passed unanimously. 

The annual picnic at the Vermont Veterans Home in Bennington will be Saturday, June 29. Those volunteering to serve 
the residents at this event should plan to be present by 10 a.m. 

We returned briefly to the topic of giving away the bust of the original soldier sculpture at the Rutland County Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial. The decision appears to be down to two finalists, the West Rutland American Legion and the 
Vermont Veterans Memorial at the Sharon rest area on Interstate 89. 

A recent letter from Alan Decato, commander of West Rutland Legion Post 87, addressed a concern that the post might 
not be considered a “public” location. Alan’s letter pointed out that the post serves as a “defacto community center,” 
hosting many events that are open to the public as well as to members. These include dinners; holiday children’s 
events at Christmas, Halloween, and Easter; and other efforts that encourage members of the community to interact 
with veterans. Memorial Day features a free barbecue at the post following the annual parade. Basket parties, high 
school reunions, weddings, anniversaries, birthday parties and celebrations of life take place at the post “on most 
weekend days,” according to the letter. 

In addition, Commander Decato notes that the sculpture has special meaning locally, as the two sculptors who worked 
on it, John Reno and Don Ramey, have local connections. The marble itself is evidently from the area, which is 
obviously noted for its marble quarrying and fabricating history. 

Richard Reed will try to pin down the availability of the Sharon rest area as a site for the sculpture. Hopefully we can 
make a final decision at our June meeting.  



No further action was taken on our plan for a scholarship for a deserving graduate of the Stafford Technical Center. 
The plan has been to award the first $2,000 this year for a student or students to attend a trade school. Final details are 
being worked out. 

         Respectfully submitted,  
        Jack Crowther, secretary 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, JUNE 12, AT 6 P.M. AT THE CHAPTER OFFICES 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.



MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
JUNE 12, 2019 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included President Andy Megrath, 
Secretary Jack Crowther, Treasurer Richard Reed, Jim Ficken, and Bill Whitney. No Board of Directors business was 
conducted. 

The accompanying picture shows Chapter 1 President Andy Megrath turning over a 
check for the Stafford Technical Center to the incoming director, Melissa Connor. The 
chapter provided two $1,000 scholarships to outstanding Stafford graduates to further 
their educations in a chosen field. The money is part of a $10,000 contribution the chapter 
made to establish the scholarship for at least five years.  

Jack Crowther introduced Stephen Abatiell of Shrewsbury, who has been involved in 
relief work in Vietnam, in particular work related to health effects of Agent Orange in 
North Vietnam. Jack had invited Stephen with the thought that Chapter 1 and he might 
collaborate in some way, since Chapter 1 regularly deals with Agent Orange issues.  

Though not a veteran himself, Stephen’s father, Peter, served with the 1st Cavalry Division in Vietnam from late 1970 
to early 1972, primarily around Bien Hoa. Peter Abatiell, by virtue of his last name, is the first name on the Rutland 
County Vietnam Veterans Memorial Honor Roll in Rutland. The Honor Roll lists those who served in Vietnam after 
entering the service from Rutland County.  

While working in California, Stephen applied for a grant, proposing a project in which he would travel to Vietnam 
with his father. The trip was with an environmental education organization, “so we kind of focused around Agent 
Orange,” Stephen said. Peter Abatiell had experienced a cancer linked to Agent Orange exposure.  

Seeking to do some volunteer work, they located an organization on the outskirts of Hanoi that was founded by a U.S. 
veteran and a North Vietnamese veteran in about 1988, “right when the country opened back up again and 
relationships were kind of normalizing,” Stephen said. 

Funding for the group was international, including the U.S., Vietnam, Germany, Japan, France, and Canada. A 
boarding school and a Vietnam veterans hospital operate in the same location. Some 120 young people live there 
getting an education and vocational training in such things as sewing, flower-making and weaving. Partner nations and 
non-profits support the enterprise, with most funding for the so-called Friendship Village now coming from the non-
profits.  

Stephen Abatiel has been involved for five or six years now and currently serves as president of the U.S. componennt. 
In Vietnam, veterans volunteer time to support the project, serving six weeks at a time. 

The U.S. component is called Vietnam Friendship Village, Project USA. “That’s our non-profit,” Stephen noted. A 
man named George Mizo was the American founder. He eventually died from illnesses presumed to have originated 
with Agent Orange exposure.  

Asked what the basic mission of the project was, Stephen said it was essentially a veterans hospital with the added 
component of the international group. Cooperation, friendship and reconciliation are the broad goals. Stephen believes 
that other veterans hospitals in Vietnam do not have the youth programs, which serve third and fourth generation 
offspring of those exposed to Agent Orange, themselves suffering effects of their parents and grandparents exposure to 
the chemical. The dioxin in Agent Orange is considered the element that has led to the health effects.  

Coming around to possible collaboration with Chapter 1, Stephen mentioned a German-made documentary, in 
English, called “Lighter Than Orange.” Much of the film concerns two children who are residents of the Friendship 
Village. Stephen has used the film to raise funds and talk about the village, combining the film showing with a raffle of 
items made in the village and/or a Skype interaction with someone in Vietnam.  

As a suggestion, Stephen suggested an event on Aug. 10, which has been designated International Agent Orange Relief 
Day. 

The web site for his organization is vietnamfriendship.org. 

In concluding, Jack Crowther invited Stephen to make a specific proposal for future collaboration, which the chapter 
would then consider. 
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The minutes of the April meeting were approved. 

Treasurer Richard Reed reported a total balance of $86,577.73 in its accounts. Net income from ripoff tickets for the 
year beginning March 1 is $6,161. The report was approved unanimously. 

Andy Megrath cited a press release from VVA national noting a legal victory for “blue water Navy veterans.” The win 
allows veterans who served off the coast of Vietnam to receive the same benefits as troops serving in the country. The 
decision reverses a decision by the Department of Veterans Affairs in 2002 affecting Navy, Coast Guard and Marine 
veterans that served in the waters off Vietnam rather than within the country. That decision had limited the scope of the 
Agent Orange Act of 1991 “to those veterans who could provide proof of ‘boots on the ground’ in Vietnam,” according 
to the VVA press release. Now the blue water Vietnam vets get the benefits of those who served in-country.  

Andy also read from another VVA communication that noted the end of the VA’s traditional community care and 
Veterans Choice programs this month and their replacement with a new Community Care Network and new eligibility 
criteria. The urgent care benefit was expected to start this month with “a complete rollout of the Community Care 
Network” by 2020.  

To understand the new community care benefits, go to https://www.va.gov/COMMUNITYCARE/pubs/factsheets.asp. 
Sharon Hodge of VVA national noted in her memo that to use the community care benefit requires a referral by the 
VA.  

Andy reported the chapter received $1,224 from VVA national as its compensation for the chapter’s life memberships, 
which number about 124. 

Andy read a letter from member Joanne Reynolds, thanking him for a Vietnam Veterans women’s coin he gave her. 
Joanne expressed a wish that she could be more active in the chapter but has a problem with travel at night. With that 
in mind, the chapter’s next meeting will be Sept. 4 at 4 p.m., rather than our traditional 6 p.m. Note that this is the first 
Wednesday in September.  

Andy is scheduled to attend the VVA national convention in Seattle from July 15 to 20, representing the VVA State 
Council with council President Perry Melvin. Andy is vice president of the council. Chapter 1 is actually eligible to 
send three additional delegates based on its membership, but we know of no others interested in attending.  

As it did at the last convention, the organization is expected to discuss the future of VVA, a single-war veterans group, 
as its members die off. 

Richard Reed went to the 40th anniversary of the Vet Center in Burlington on June 11. He said it was a good event 
with “a lot of Viet Nam vets there,” though not a huge crowd. The 50th anniversary of the Vietnam War was 
“dovetailed” into the celebration of the Vet Center, he said. The vet centers “were the brainchild of Vietnam veterans,” 
he noted. 

Richard also relayed Joanne Reynolds’ desire to stay involved in the chapter, suggesting the earlier meeting time, 
subsequently adopted. He thought an earlier time might bring other members out as well. 

Richard is still pursuing the possibility of locating the bust from the original Rutland County Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial at the Interstate 89 rest stop in Sharon, home of the Vermont Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial . We are also 
considering an application from the West Rutland American Legion, which offers an indoor space often used for 
public events.  

         Respectfully submitted,  
        Jack Crowther, secretary 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, SEPT. 4, AT 4 P.M. AT THE CHAPTER OFFICES 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.
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MINUTES OF CHAPTER MEETING 
SEPT. 4, 2019 

A nominal meeting of the Board of Directors took place. Directors present included Treasurer Richard Reed, 
Secretary Jack Crowther, and Director Dick Doyle. No Board of Directors business was conducted.  

Members Bill Ellwood and Tim Lonergan were also present.  

President Andy Megrath could not be present and had asked Secretary Jack Crowther to preside over the meeting. 

The minutes of the June meeting were approved as printed in the newsletter. 

Treasurer Richard Reed presented his report. The total in all our accounts is $82,553.73. Income from ripoff 
tickets sold at Tomasi’s bar in Fair Haven stands at $19,912 for the fiscal year beginning in March. Expenses for 
the tickets have been $4,064, leaving a net income from ticket sales of $15,848. The report was approved 
unanimously. 

Jack Crowther said he was interested in deciding what to do with the bust we preserved from the original 
sculpture of the Rutland County Vietnam Veterans Memorial. Consideration by the chapter had come down to 
placing it at the Sharon rest stop on Interstate 89, which houses the Vermont Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial, or the 
West Rutland American Legion.  

Richard Reed had checked on interest at the rest stop. “The state doesn’t want it,” Richard reported, explaining 
that the site was “all full up on memorabilia.” In light of the state’s position, Jack Crowther invited a motion to 
donate the sculpture to the West Rutland American Legion Post 87. The westside Legion uses its facility for a 
number of public gatherings, such as community dinners, so the sculpture will continue to have exposure to the 
public. Post Commander Alan Decato has described the Legion post as a “de facto community center.” 

Richard Reed moved that the sculpture be donated to the West Rutland Legion, “as previously discussed.” 
Seconded by Tim Lonergan. Passed unanimously. It was agreed the chapter will provide a description of the 
sculpture to go with its display.  

It was noted that a memorial walkway at the Vermont Veterans Cemetery in Randolph has been named for the late 
Brig. Gen. Michael T . Heston, who served as deputy adjutant general for the Vermont National Guard from 2012 
to 2018. In addition to his service in Vermont, Gen. Heston served multiple tours in Afghanistan. He died last year 
of cancer.  

Richard Reed noted that Gen. Heston’s  position made him responsible for the state Office of Veterans Affairs, 
which he, Richard, headed for a number of years. Dedication of the walkway was scheduled for Sept. 7. 

Under old business, Chapter 1 member Tim Lonergan, presented a report on activities sponsored by Vermont 
Adaptive Ski and Sports, with whom Tim, serves as a volunteer. Tim had previously approached the chapter for 
financial support, noting Vermont Adaptive’s sponsorship of events for veterans. The chapter had expressed 
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interest and a wish that more of the vets activities be held in the southern Vermont area. Tim responded with a list 
of Veteran Ventures activities including several in this area. A number of activities free to vets included a “charity 
run” bicycle day, trail walks and paddling at Kent Pond, a gondola ride up Killington followed by a walk around 
the mountaintop, and a “mountain bike retreat. The latter included able-bodied and disabled vets. Farther north a 
couple of Vietnam veterans sailing outings have been held in Burlington this year. Vermont Adaptive also 
supported Project Healing Waters at Plymouth State Park on Echo Lake, where the group provided kayaks and 
equipment. A picnic lunch and flycasting instruction were part of those activities.  

Following the discussion, Richard Reed moved to donate $1,000 to Vermont Adaptive Ski and Sports for support 
of its Veteran Ventures events. Seconded by Dick Doyle. Passed unanimously. It was suggested that this donation 
might be repeated on an annual basis. 

Bill Ellwood reported on his work on a project with Jack Crowther to preserve important Chapter 1 records and 
memorabilia. The Rutland Historical Society has agreed to train us in the use of their digital scanning equipment. 
The society also introduced us to archive.org, a free website the society uses for storing information. Likewise, 
Chapter 1 can store the information and pictures it will be scanning on this website, which then becomes available 
to everyone with access to a computer.  

Bill and Jack invite everyone who is interested and willing to help to come forward and assist with the work. Bill 
winters in Florida but will be here until December. The Historical Society’s equipment can handle documents up 
to 11 inches by 17 inches. By saving the scanned material in a JPEG format, it can be searched using key words. 
That is to say, one could search for the name “Smith” or a location, such as “Lai Khe, Vietnam,” within the 
records, and the computer would find them. 

The Historical Society will also offer us a small box to store a few physical items, such as our charter as the first 
VVA chapter in the nation. 

Anyone interested in helping can email Bill Ellwood at wellwood1950@gmail.com. 

Richard Reed reported on the VVA State Council meeting in June at the Vermont Veterans Home in Bennington. 
The meeting featured the traditional cookout. Richard reported on the chapter’s scholarship program for Stafford 
Technical Center students planning further training after high school. 

As a still active service officer helping veterans process claims with the Department of Veterans Affairs, Richard 
is especially interested in VVA national’s program, which he thinks may be on the way out. “I have a lot of 
questions about our chief counsel in Silver Spring (site of national VVA headquarters in Maryland). “She’s very 
sharp, she knows her stuff, but I believe she sees her job as shutting down the service officer program,” Richard 
said. “Which is fine,” he continued. “I mean it really should be, as we head toward dissolution, that’s one of the 
things that should be disassembled early. But I asked Perry [Melvin, Vermont VVA State Council president] to get 
together a subcommittee to discuss this and what the State Council wants to do with this, now that they’ve been 
out to the big meeting in Seattle, Washington [actually Spokane, Wash., in July], where this was going to come up 
again. Nudge ’em again before winter sets in.” 

“Nobody wants to talk about this except me,” Richard observed. By way of further explanation of his remark 
about the chief counsel, he explained, “Well, I want to know what the intent is, because the reality is, if I take 
your claim today, it may take us five years or so before we’re all done. And if the organization is gone in five 
years, for example, then I no longer have any standing at the VA, so what happens to your case?” Richard gets his 
official standing as a service officer from the Vermont VVA State Council, which is obviously a part of the 
national VVA organization. “This is the first general counsel we’ve had that I’ve not felt support from,” Richard 
said, “and I’ve been through several of them.” 

“I’ve actually stopped taking claims as a VVA service officer . . .,” Richard said. “I’m taking claims but I’m doing 
it on my own hook, pro bono.” Richard said he received only a mileage allowance for his work as a VVA service 
officer. As a VVA member, he cannot be paid. The issue will be delved into at a State Council subcommittee 
meeting in the future, Richard indicated. He said the State Council has to “decide what they want to do with the 
program,” since it is a State Council program, rather than a national program. “I do believe we have a certain 
amount of self-determination,” Richard said. 



Jack Crowther relayed word from President Andy Megrath that Vice President Dave Mathis was no longer 
interested in serving in that role. “I think we can say we have an opening,” Jack said. Any member who is 
interested should let Andy or an officer or director know.  

Dick Doyle indicated he’d like to present a request for assistance from a Brattleboro-based housing program for 
vets. He’ll see if a representative of the group can come to our meeting. 

Richard Reed won the $50 drawing among those who attended the meeting. 

THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE WEDNESDAY, NOV. 6, AT 4 P.M. 
AT THE VFW, 15 WALES ST., RUTLAND. A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

WILL PRECEDE THE REGULAR MEETING.
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